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BAHANDI, an old Bicol word for “treasure”, is our emblem of gratefulness, our way of reaching out and sharing with you our lives, as we celebrate that the vocation we professed is the greatest treasure we received from the Holy Trinity through Mary.

BAHANDI, the official Publication of the Theology Community of the Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity (SOLT) in the Asian Region, is published annually by the 

Theology Brothers,

SOLT House of Studies,

P.O. Box 6087

4400 Naga City, Philippines.

For  comments, suggestions and inquiries, you can call us at 

Tel. No. 006354-475-6912 (Philippines) 

You may subscribe to our email version at 

soltbahandi@yahoo.com

[image: image2.png]



If you are interested in Joining the SOLT Family

please contact
SOLT Vocations Team
SOLT Regionalate

Asia-Pacific Region

4714, Putiao, Pilar,

Sorsogon, Philippines

Cel. +63920-783-8919 (PHILIPPINES)
soltvocasiapacific@yahoo.com
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1.  Editorial by Bro. Ronald de Jesus, SOLT
In this issue, the Bahandi echoes the voices of Our Lady’s community.  As much as we would like to impart our life experiences here in Theology [image: image3.jpg]


formation, we would like also to bring out the voice of the community as a whole. This is an inspiration we would like to pursue and commit in the coming issues of the Bahandi. 

This school year we try to articulate the yearning of the Spirit in ourselves and discern the will of the Father for Our Lady’s community that is, Witnessing the graced-friendship of the Trinity through Our Lady. The meaning of these words unfold in the life experiences of the community. We recall in particular, the International Assembly held here in the Asia-Pacific region last year which was an opportune occasion for discovering the beauty of communion and friendship among members of different apostolic mission. We are able to appreciate how much we become a parable of God’s immanent friendship and we are moved to translate it in our mission and relationship with others. We see cultural differences and variety of personalities are transcended because of our desire to be in communion with each other. Our reference is Jesus. Our personal relationship with the Father moves us to love a person and enables us to call him, friend! This is a disciple’s love. This is what Jesus gifted to his apostles. I call you friends! (Jn 15,15) A relationship which He established with them and a relationship He wants to witness to others: graced-friendship!

Because of this we are challenged to live out the gift of graced-friendship in our apostolic life. As Christian disciples, it calls us to enflesh in our being this gift – ancient but lost by sin, restored by Jesus’ love. In this way we bring renewal in the relationships in the society and in the Church. This is how we will bring peoples in union with the Trinity. This is how we will live out the mystery of communion of the Trinity in ourselves. But above all this, we need someone to look at and learn from the way of graced-friendship. MARY, our Mother. She is the bahandi in the heart of the Trinity. She is the person of graced-frienship. 
TOP
2.  From the House Servant, Fr. Avelino Bermundo, SOLT
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It is indeed difficult if not unthinkable how nineteen men comprising of four nationalities come together and live together.  Perhaps for most people, this seems strange.  Having an American, Vietnamese, Papua New Guineans and Filipinos in the group make it hard to comprehend how they exist and survive.  Cultures are extremely different.

What is the common denominator?  What binds and sustains them together?

God takes the initiative by calling each one of them.  In the book of the prophet Jeremiah, God says, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I dedicated you, a prophet to the nations I appointed you.”  (Jer. 1:4-5)  Also in the New Testament, Jesus says “It is not you who chose me, but it was I who chose you to go forth and bear fruit.” (John 15: 16a)

The call is common to everyone.  It is a call to the religious life and to the priesthood in Our Lady’s Society.  No doubt, this is the most important reason why they are here in the seminary; why they are dedicatedly persevering in the formation program, hoping to become priests someday.  This is the common denominator and the motivating factor. 

This decision to respond to the call of God, however, is never easy.  Individual experiences would confirm that seminary life is not always a “bed of roses.”  Undeniably, there are a lot of struggles and difficulties.  Relationships are not always smooth.  

Therefore in this regard, a dynamic element capable of sustaining everyone to stick around is necessary.  And in Our Lady’s Society this element is referred to as graced–friendship – a relationship that binds the members to live as a community not by blood or by affinity but by grace.
TOP
3.  From the General Priest Servant, Fr. Rogel Rosalinas, SOLT

One of the perennial truths and facts of life is the importance of community. We have heard it said that man is a social being, and as such, he can not live in isolation. All fields of human knowledge would agree to this fact: psychology, sociology, philosophy, and even anthropology. They all affirm that man can fully attain all his potentialities only in a community.  The late Pope John Paul II, in one of his earlier writings as Archbishop Karol Wojtyła, said that it is only in the context of a community that the “I” can fully live his dignity and calling, because it is only in the community that he can be connected to the “THOU”, and therefore both the “I” and the “THOU” authentically attain their individuality and at the same time their connectedness. 


The Theme that you have chosen, “Witnessing Graced-Friendship of the Trinity Through Our [image: image5.jpg]


Lady” is, for me, an expression of this perennial truth about being and living in a community. Graced-friendship is that important element which should characterize our manner and spirit of relationship, connection, and rapport with one another. It is my contention that graced-friendship is a higher 

form,a higher dimension of relating primarily because it is based on grace that comes from God, and not just on any human preferences or likings. It is a kind of relationship that evolves, revolves and hinges on every grace that comes from God. It is a relationship that goes beyond human standard and human definitions. It is in this kind of relationship,  to which each and every member of the Society of Our Lady is called. Be it in the way we relate with our own respective vocation or with the other two vocations in the Society. It is, it should be, it must be, the level of our relationship in ecclesial teams.  In a more concrete way, how can we incarnate the spirit of graced-friendship? Is it something that is altogether beyond our capabilities, or is it something that you and I can participate in? 


In his Letter to the Colossians, Apostle Paul writes: “Put on them, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved - heartfelt compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, bearing one another and forgiving one another, if one has a grievance against one another; as the Lord has forgiven you, so must you also do. And over all these put then on love, that is, the BOND OF PERFECTION. And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, the peace into which you were also called in one body”. (Col. 3:12-17). This exhortation of the Apostle Paul characterizes how it is to relate in graced-friendship. What the Apostle said can only happen if there is grace-friendship in a community. 


In “The Collected Works of St. John of the Cross”, translated by Kieran Kavanaugh, OCD and Otilio Rodriguez, OCD, it is says: “You who is in formation should come to understand that you come to the monastery so that all may fashion you and try you; you 

should think that all in the community are artisans present there  in order to prove you; that some will fashion you with words, others by deeds, and others with thoughts against you; and that in all this you must be submissive as is the statue to the craftsman who molds it, to the artist who paints is, and to the gilder who embellishes it”. This is another way of living the spirit of graced-friendship because it is only through it that we discover that even the ugliest experience in life can be liberating. 

Jean Vanier, in his book “Community and Growth”, writes: “In one way, community is a terrible place. It is the place where our limitations and our egoisms are revealed. It is the place where we discover our poverty and weakness, our inability to get on with people, our mental and emotional blocks, our frustrations and jealousies, our hatred and wish to destroy. While we were alone, we could believe we loved everyone….. so community life brings a painful revelation of our limitations, weaknesses and darkness…..and the immediate reactions is to hide them away again, pretending they don’t exist, or to flee from community life and relationships with others, or to find . that the monsters within are theirs, not ours. But if we are accepted with our limitations as well as our abilities, community gradually becomes a place of liberation. In community life we discover our own deepest wound and learn to accept it so that our rebirth can begin. True community is liberating.” For me, this can only happen if there is graced-friendship. 


Yes, it is true, Our Lady is our proto-type model on how to live and relate in graced-friendship primarily because She is the daughter of the Father, the Mother of the Son and the Spouse of the Holy Spirit.  

TOP
4.  From the Regional Priest Servant, Fr. Alejandre Vergara, SOLT
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I call you friends…” Jesus once again restored friendship with humanity, which was lost because of sin. He restored thisfriendship by his suffering, death and resurrection.
We, in the Society of Our Lady live in graced-friendship that we may be able to restore broken relationships in ourselves, in our families, in our community, in the Church and in the world.  But this can be done only through the paschal mystery of Christ. Graced-friendship therefore is established only by suffering, dying, and rising to new life. Expectedly therefore, as members of the Society, we will undergo suffering… for Christ said “if you want to follow me, deny yourself, take up your cross, and follow me.”  True friendship undergoes unification and suffering to allow the genuine self to come out; true friendship undergoes dying…dying, or self-centeredness, selfishness, but giving rise to selfless giving and new life in Christ. This is what we are supposed to be. We can because we believe.
TOP
5.  NEWS

Mass of the Holy Spirit, Opening Mass for the 2006-07 School Year at Holy Rosary Major Seminary

“Come Lord Jesus, Send Us Your Spirit, Renew the Face of the Earth…”

This was he solemn entrance song sung by the seminarians of the Holy Rosary Major Seminary. This sacred celebration was started at 8:00 in the morning presided over by the Most Rev. Leonardo Z. Legazpi, OP, DD, Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Nueva Caceres together with the priest-formators of Caceres Seminaries and the House Servants of SOLT Formation Houses both in College and Theology Department.  It was attended by the seminarians, sisters, friends, benefactors, guests and other different religious orders—Missionaries of the Poor, Daughters of Charity, Daughters of Mary, Franciscan Friars of the Immaculate, Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity and others.


In his homily, Archbishop Legazpi emphasized that every year of seminary formation is just like trecking on a mountain. Every seminarian should aspire to reach the top which is the summit of formation. Through this process, seminarian becomes more knowledgeable especially in the field of theology. Furthermore, he stressed that spirituality must be the main priority of one’s formation. He added that seminary formation will become meaningful if it is marked with strong spirituality. Before he ended the homily, he opened formally the school year 2006-2007 on June 6, 2006 at the Good Shepherd Chapel, Holy Rosary Major Seminary, Naga City, Philippines.    

By Bro. Ryan Bores, SOLT
APOSTOLATE  “S h a l a c h”  (a Hebrew word which means “to send”)

Full of enthusiasm, the temporary professed brothers together with the college seminarians of Our Lady’s Society were summoned once again to respond to the needs of the people of God. This part of their formation as future ministers of God is where they are sent to different apostolate areas. 



Bros. Samuel Medley, SOLT and Ronald De Jesus, SOLT were assigned at San Antonio De Padua Parish, [image: image7.jpg]


San Antonio, Milaor, Camarines Sur; Bros. Edwin Barlizo, SOLT and Timoteo Ronan, SOLT were assigned at Our Lady of Miraculous Medal Parish, Mataoroc, Minalabac, Camarines Sur; Bros. Artemio Balana, Jr., SOLT and Lionel Banga, SOLT are assigned as intstructors in the SOLT Pre-College Seminary, Milaor, Camarines Sur. Bros. Jordan Avila, SOLT, Mario Balana, SOLT, and Andrew De Vera were assigned in “Gift of Love”, Naga City to help the Missionary Sisterts of Charity in taking good care of the sick, destitute, children and also elderly. Bros. Danny Franco Bitara, SOLT, Eddison Belga, SOLT, John Kagl Philip, SOLT, and Simon Paglau, SOLT were assigned to serve in the Bicol Medical Center Hospital, Naga City; and, Bros. Ryan Bores, SOLT, Anthony Pabon, SOLT and Peter Ripa, SOLT were assigned in Villamarillac, Naga City where they are taking good care for the elderly. (Shalach is a Hebrew word which means to send)  


By Bro. Danny Franco Bitara, SOLT

ORDINATIONS, New Workers in the Vineyard

The Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity was blessed with two ordinations in the past year with several new priests and deacons.


Last July 28, 2006 in St. Gregory the Great Albay Cathedral, four deacons were ordained to priesthood and one perpetually professed brother was raised to diaconate. The newly ordained priests were Fr. Jay Gapayao, Fr. Fausto Rodel Malanyaon, Fr. Theodolfo Medina,  Fr. Jerlie Millena and Rev. Peter Giao Van Nguyen, as  new deacon.


This solemn celebration was presided over by the Most Reverend Nestor Cariño, DD,  Bishop of Legazpi, together with Rev. Fr. Rogel Rosalinas, SOLT, General Priest Servant, Rev. Fr. Alejandre Vergara, SOLT, Regional Priest Servant of Asia-Pacific Region.  As signs of the universality of the Church and of our communion some foreign priests graced the ordination with their presence.


After five months, on December 13, 2006, Fr. Jerry Llona, SOLT and Fr. Noel Balderas, SOLT received the sacred ordination to priesthood and Rev. Alejandro Bellen the sacred ordination to deaconate from the hands of Bishop Nestor Cariño.. 


Presently Fr. Jay is assigned as the Priest-in-Charge of the SOLT Financial Development Office. Fr. Fausto serves now as Vocation Director, while Fr. Jerlie works as the Regional Procurator of the community. Fr. Theodolfo assists San Isidro Labrador Parish in Claveria and Fr. Noel is a formator in the Pre-College Formation. Fr. Jerry serves as vicar in St. Joseph parish, Batan Island. Deacon Giao is assigned in San Antonio Parish, Milaor and Deacon Alejandro at Sta. Cruz Parish Bagombong, Kalookan City.

Bro. Andrew De Vera, SOLT

ACOLYTE INSTALATION, 11 SOLT Men Installed

Eleven SOLT brothers were installed as Lectors last September 2, 2006 at the SOLT Pre-College Formation House, San Antonio, Milaor, Camarines Sur. They were — Bros. Jordan Avila, Eddison Belga, Jomar Bombita, Timoteo Ronan, Artemio Balana, Jr., Lionel Banga, Edwin Barlizo, Samuel Medley, and Ronald De Jesus, Bros. Leonardo Besmonte, Jr. and Erik Mediavillo who were at that time having their year-long pastoral exposure were also installed in this minor ministry of lector.


The celebration was integrated into the celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, which was presided over by Rev. Fr. Rogel Rosalinas, SOLT, General Priest Servant and was witnessed by his concelebrants, Rev. Fr. Alejandre Vergara, SOLT, Regional Priest Servant, Fr. Avelino Bermundo, SOLT, Fr. Raul Balute, SOLT, Fr. Stephen Loria, SOLT, Fr. Reynaldo Bea, SOLT, and Rev. Peter Giao Van Nguyen, SOLT.  In his homily, Fr. Rogel gave emphasis on the importance of the minor ministry of lector in the reading of the Word of God. He also said that the lector must read the Word of God with reverence, clearly and with heart.  After the installation, a banquet was held at the SOLT House of Studies in Sorabella Subdivision,  Naga City with the priests, formators, seminarians, guests, benefactors, and friends gracing the celebration.         


Bro. Mario Balana, SOLT

2006 SOLT INTERNATIONAL CHAPTER and ASSEMBLY in the PHILIPPINES
The SOLT International Chapter and Assembly was held here in the Asia-Pacific Region, Bethlehem Pastoral Center, Sogod, Bacacay Albay,  Philippines on July, 14th – 28th 2006.  During the 2005 SOLT Asia-Pacific Regional Assembly in Putiao, the General Priest Servant, Rev. Fr. Rogel Rosalinas, SOLT suggested that the SOLT International Assembly would be held in the Philippines.  The matter was further discussed and considered by the SOLT General Council. Soon afterward it was declared formally that the International Assembly would be held in the Philippines on July 14-28, 2007.
The delegates and [image: image8.jpg]


participants of the SOLT International Assembly arrived on July from Papua New Guinea, Thailand, Macao, Mexico, Vietnam, England, Nigeria, Haiti, Italy and of course, the Philippines, the host country. So representatives from all over the world were present.  


The General Chapter was held on July 17-23 with the official opening with the Mass of the Holy Spirit presided over by His Excellency Most Reverend Leonardo Legazpi OP, DD, the Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Caceres.  Within this period, the SOLT Priests’ Community, Sisters’ Community and the Lay Community who in deep reflection and inspiration of the Holy Spirit casted their votes to elect the new General Priest Servant, General Sister Servant and the General Lay Servant.  The priest community re-elected Rev. Fr. Rogel Rosalinas, SOLT as the GPS. His first assistance is re-elected, Rev. Fr. Vince Albano, SOLT. Rev. Fr. Edgar Barrameda, SOLT was elected second assistance.  Sr. Mary Ann Walsh, SOLT was re-elected as the GSS.  Rev. Fr. Dale, SOLT was elected General Lay Servant to succeed Rev. Fr. Roger Abalon, SOLT. Through the intercession of Our Lady and the wisdom of the Holy Spirit the General Chapter was an opportunity for growth in the SOLT Charism and in Graced Friendship with one another in the SOLT Community. 


The second part was the International Assembly which was held on the 24th – 28th of July whereby SOLT Members from many different countries participated in various activities.  There were several Filipino bishops who were so generous enough to come and offered Holy Sacrifice of the Mass and other teachings on various topics.  The General Assembly was blessed with many nationalities and cultural show which depicted vividly the message of Jesus which they preached to God’s people. With the grace of the Triune God and Our Lady, the General Assembly.  It had begun peacefully and ended fruitfully. 


Bro. Peter Ripa, SOLT 

SOLT DEFEND THESES AND GET HIGHEST MARKS

The SOLT men, after laboring arduously, reaped copious academic fruits, receiving the highest marks out of all of the students at the [image: image9.jpg]# Comeandbe a pof the
SOLT Family




seminary as they defended theses with artful skill.


The first set of theses defense was on September 1, 2006, for Bachelors in Sacred Theology by the fourth year men. Bro. Samuel got Summa Cum Laude and Bro. Ronald got Magna Cum Laude and both qualified for Master’s degree in Theology.  On January 16, 2006, Bro. Samuel defended his Masters thesis and got Summa Cum Laude.  Bro. Ronald defended February 19 and got Cum Laude.


On February 23, three of the 3rd year men took the highest scores on their defenses. Bro. Edwin got Magna Cum Laude in paper and presentation; Bro. Lionel got Magna Cum Laude in his paper and Cum Laude in defense; Bro. Artemio got Cum Laude in both writing and defense. 


Through a special privilege granted him by the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, USA, Bro. Samuel was allowed finish the final requirement for Bachelor’s in Philosophy, a public presentation of a paper at the minor seminary in Naga City.  He got a Summa Cum Laude.
Mission Animation 

On the evening of July 25, 200
6, the SOLT theology Brothers, college seminarians, and aspirants were blessed with the presence of Fr. Tony, SOLT, Novice Servant of American Region and Fr. Dale, SOLT who serve in North Dakato with the American-Indian people and he is at present the General Lay Servant. They were here for [image: image10.jpg]


the General Assembly held at Bethlehem Pastoral Center, Sogod, Bacacay, Albay, Philippines from July 14-28, 2006.


The two holy and humble priests shared their rich experiences in Mission with the brothers and seminarians in the Theology House. There were three important highlights of their mission animation. First they mentioned that the effectiveness and true success in mission cannot be measured except in terms of supernatural behind every human effort. There must be the Power and the free gift of God. (That is precisely the Holy Spirit and his grace. Secondly, effectiveness of mission and the solution to its problems must not first and foremost be sought from human cleverness or elsewhere. The most important and most desirable ingredient in a person engaged in mission is genuine and deep spirituality. Finally, those engaged in mission must be above all individuals of deep, living faith sincerely believing what they preach, with God as the very heart and center of their lives, the man’s spring of their innermost selves; fulfilling the Lord’s command of love which demands selfless dedication to the needs of others.                  



 
Bro. Simon Paglau, SOLT
SOLT ANNUAL INTRAMURALS

Study is for the mind and exercise is for the body.  As the SOLT Community emphasized the relevance of recreational activity which strengthens ties among members of the community, the Annual Intramurals were successfully held last Feb 9 – 10 2007.  


The respected formators of each house; the sister novices, professed brothers, [image: image11.jpg]


pre-College and College seminarians, lay and the youth from St. Antonio Parish led by their parish priest, Rev. Fr. Steve Loria, SOLT and Rev. Peter Giao, SOLT actively participated the said event.  The official theme for the intramurals was “Sharing the Graced-Friendship of the Trinity through the Athleticism”.

  
There were four groups namely: Hananiah, Azariah, Daniel and Mishael. The opening ceremony of this exciting activity formally began at the SOLT Pre-College Formation House in San Antonio, Milaor, Camarines Sur. It was officially led by the Professed Brothers who led the Opening Prayer, Philippine National Anthem and the Oath Taking of Sportsmanship.  The lightning of the torch and the flag raising competition  followed.  


Indoor and outdoor games such as, badminton, darts, sepa-takraw including other board games begun right away.  In the afternoon the celebration of the Holy Eucharist followed and afterwards supper.


On the second day, the morning heat of the sun was ignored, as the highlight of the games, basketball, was played with great endurance from each teams.  The game was held at the Naga Sports Complex, Pacol, Naga City.  The tired players gathered around the table for the lunch at San Antonio, Milaor, Camarines Sur.  The Spirit of Graced-Friendship was again tested as the teams played for the Championship round for the remaining outdoor sports that include volleyball and other indoor sports.  Again, even though the muscles of the participants were aching, they still had enough spirit and energy to attend attentively the Eucharistic Celebration.  

The intramurals were ended with the awarding ceremony at the cultural night program.  The final ranking of the teams were Mishael, Champion, Hananiah, First Runner-Up, Daniel and Azariah as the Second and Third Runner-Ups respectively.  The cultural night was hosted by the college seminarians and was made colorful and fun when each house and participant shared their talents in their respective entertaining numbers.  The essence of the activity left in their hearts the blessing of renewed graced-friendship.

Sem. Roy Ian Oraa
Brothers attend 1st National Congress of Pontifical Mission Societies


The First National Congress on the Pontifical Mission Societies was for seminarians and formators held last January 17-21 2007.  The Archdiocese of Caceres hosted participants, seminarians and priest formators of different seminaries from all over the Philippines. 

The theme of the congress was “Integrating Mission in the Seminary Formation.”  This congress was organized to provide a forum for seminarians and seminary Formators, to reflect together on the importance of mission in seminary formation, to discover possible ways of integrating mission in the aspects of seminary life, and to celebrate the 75th Anniversary of Pontifical Missionary Societies in the Philippines and its contribution to seminaries here.
Two SOLT Brothers Attend Asian Mission Congress in Chiang Mai, Thailand

SOLT Bros. Ronald de Jesus and Samuel Medley were sent as official Philippine Delegates to the first ever Asian Mission Congress in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Five Cardinals, over seventy bishops, two-hundred priests,  one-hundred  religious women and men,   six-hundred lay participants from twenty-five countries met to “Tell the Story of Jesus in Asia,” and to grow in  a sense of mission.  They met many missionaries from all over the world, including cardinals and bishops. 


Afterward they toured Thailand and visited  SOLT Thai missions, including the mens’ center in Chombung, and womens’ center in Ratchaburi for drug rehabilitation, and the  womens’ aspirant house. in Siracha
SOLT BROTHERS GET MASTERS DEGREE

This school year 2006–07 at the Holy Rosary Major Seminary is a fortunate time for the SOLT Community.  With God’s help, two young [image: image12.jpg]


and energetic SOLT men graduated this year:  Bro. Samuel Medley, SOLT originally from Minnesota, USA, and Bro. Ronald de Jesus, SOLT, from Donsol, Sorsogon, Philippines.  The two brothers have successfully finished four years in theological studies to obtain Masters Degree in this venerable institution.

This year SOLT got the highest scores, as has happened frequently in years past. Bro. Sam graduated at the top of the class, Magna Cum Laude, and was awarded the Rector’s Award for best over all grades. Bro. Ronald also scored high in the class with Cum Laude. 


Bro. Sam was able to complete his final requirements for a Bachelor of Arts in Philosophy that will be granted him in June of this year at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, MN, USA.


This graduation is only the end of their theology years with Masters’ Degree in Sacred Theology, yet it is also the beginning of their next stage of formation in SOLT toward the Holy Priesthood and its on-going formation.  Both brothers are very happy to be part of SOLT Family and desiring to become Holy Priests in SOLT for the Catholic Church.

Bro. Peter Ripa, SOLT
MARIAN YOUTH CONGRESS



The Youth Commission of the Archdiocese of Caceres, through the effort of Rev. Fr. Rex Hidalgo, the Archdiocesan Youth Director held its 2006 Marian Youth Congress last September 9 – 10 at St. Peter Baptist Center, Holy Rosary Major Seminary with the theme: “Youth, Sign, Leaven and Challenge to Life.”


The congress started with animation which was facilitated by the Youth Ministry of Caceres.  The delegation packed the venue with different parishes, schools and institutions which were filled with joy and enthusiasm.  The life of St. Francis Xavier was shown as an introduction to the talk of the first speaker, Rev. Fr. Andrew Recepcion, the Archdiocesan Mission Director of Caceres. 


The culminating activity was a procession from the Holy Rosary Major Seminary to the Metropolitan Cathedral where the Holy Eucharistic was celebrated.  Praying the Taize followed after the supper.  The activities ended with a musical band at the Quadra-centennial Arc that played until morning. The celebration ended at dawn, September 10, where the different delegations went back to their homes with joy and satisfaction.

Bro. Artemio Balana, SOLT
6. FEATURE – Meet the New Men in the House, First Year Theology Students
Bro. Alejo Serrano, SOLT

Born on July 22, 1983, hails from Bonga, Bacacay, Albay. The youngest son among the five siblings of Mr. Eduardo Serrano and Mrs. [image: image13.jpg]


Ligaya Serrano. A very observable attitude that marks him is his being affable. he can easily relate with others. He is like a “deer” that has a deep yearning to deepen his spirituality and seek the splendor of God. As what the psalms say, “Like a deer who longs for running streams.”  He took his first temporary profession last May 1, 2006. He learned to cast his self into the hands of the Potter to allow the Lord to mold him as a vessel of God’s grace.  He firmly believes in saying that “everything is possible with God.” For him this saying is not only an intellectual assertion but a more practical and experiential reality. His hobby and forte is playing basketball. Every time he played, he would always give his best. Because for him true winning is not grabbing the crown but giving the best that you can.” Bro. Liloy may you continue to voyage on the quest of life. 

- By Bro. Anthony, SOLT
Bro. Anthony Pabon, SOLT
[image: image14.jpg]



The fifth among the six siblings of Mr. and Mrs. Jose and Elsa Pabon. He was born on the very Christmas day  of 1984. He grew up with his parents in his native place, Damacan, Bacacay, Albay. Phabz, as he is called in the SOLT Theology House, is an intelligent and talented guy. He loves poetry much that is why he was able to write a number of poems. Some of his poems have been published in nation journals, newspapers and even in anthology. He believed in the saying, “He who will not listen to the teaching of failure shall never hear the voice of success.”    

By Bro. Alejo, SOLT
Bro. Danny Franco Bitara, SOLT
On the 16th day of  July, 1984, feast of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, a family in San Francisco, Malilipot, Albay, Philippines was once again [image: image15.jpg]


graced with another gift of God, a baby boy child. He was name after the name of his father, Danilo. The fourth child among the six siblings in a simple but religious family.  His parish is Our Lady or Mt. Carmel, Malilipot, Albay of the Diocese of Legazpi. In 2001, he entered the Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity and took his Aspirancy Formation Program in San Antonio, Milaor, Camarines Sur. He joined the community not just to become a priest but a holy and missionary servant of God. He has been faithful and seriously accepting all the things entrusted to him. He has a deep spiritual life.  Bro. Danny, fondly called as “Cocoy”, made      his First Temporary Profession of SOLT Promises of Obedience, Poverty, and Chastity on May 1, 2006. He is very faithful in living out what he had promised and what the SOLT mission-vision-charism is. If someone would ask me about him, it would be pleasure to say that he is the one who you could ask a favor. He is a kind of person who always gives attention to the needs of others. He perseveres in doing things despite many obstacles. He keeps on saying the  phrase “kung kaya kang iba, kaya ta man iyan!” (if others can do it, so can we). He is really a gift to the community because he has expertise in doing things in the kitchen. Bro. Danny, keep up the good work!

By Bro. Mario Balana, SOLT
Bro. Mario Balana, SOLT
The environment of the formation house here in theology is not affected by the presence of this guy. It seems that he is not in the house. I [image: image16.jpg]


have seldom heard the voice of this man in the daily conversation among the brothers. He is a real man of silence.  Bro. Mario was born on July 19, 1983 in the cold and beautiful town of Malilipot, Albay. He was the fifth among eight siblings of Mr. Eleuterio Balana and Mrs. Adela Balana. He took his first profession of promises of Evangelical Counsels last May 1, 2006 in Putiao, Pilar, Sorsogon. He is very serious about living out the evangelical counsels he has professed.  “Let it be!” These are the words that he utters whenever he encounter s problems and difficulties in life. This only shows that he is open to whatever things that happens in his life. He is a person who has deep trust in Our Lady, “Mama Mary.” Idol payt sana!

By Bro. Danny Bitara, SOLT

Bro. Andrew De Vera, SOLT 


  Bro. Andrew is the son of Mr. Carlito and Mrs. Norma De Vera of Maangas, Presentacion, Camarines Sur, Philippines. He is the third son [image: image17.jpg]


of seven children. He is called, “Dot.” He was born on May 4, 1983. He is one of the assets of first year SOLT theologian brothers because he is intelligent. He is fond of playing basketball. He also likes to play guitar.  What I like most about him is his simplicity, openness, perseverance and his helping hand for others who are in need. He once told me that his vocation was inspired by his parents who encouraged him to enter the seminary. He entered the SOLT community in 2001 and received his Bachelor’s Degree in Philosophy in 2005. He fulfill himself in this life through his consecration to Our Lord through Our Lady.  He took his First Temporary Profession of Promises to Our Lady’s Society on May 1, 2006, feast of St. Joseph the Worker.  Ayos man! These are the words that he is always saying especially amidst crosses and trials in his life. This would only mean that whatever problems come, he  appreciates and considers them as blessings from God.  Bro. Dot, just go on, God will always bless you!


By Bro. Ryan Bores, SOLT
Bro. Ryan Bores, SOLT
On September 12, 1984 at Agñas, San Miguel, Tabaco City. Mr. Segundo Bores and Mrs. Winnefreda Bores were blest by God with the [image: image18.jpg]


birth because the seventh of ten.  His family used to call him as “Yhan” but here in seminary he is known as “Bro. Bhorz”  His interest in religious life leads him to aspire for priesthood. On April 4, 2001, he decided to enter the Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity (SOLT) as an aspirant. Last May 1, 2006, after a year of novitiate.  Bro. Bhorz is an energetic and a very simple brother. He is content with  the little things that he has and is doing his very best to develop more fully his talents which he believes are gifts from above.  For you Bro. Bhorz, “Good Luck and Go Labor for your Dreams!” 

By Bro. Andrew, SOLT
TOP
7.  Aspirants Corner – The Parable of the Railway Skate by Fr. Choi, SOLT

Have you experienced riding on a locally invented “railway skate?” For the beginners, it could be “a difficult journey”. One could barely [image: image19.jpg]


imagine the feeling of a child being forced to ride on a fairy’s wheel for the first time. However, terrifying & unsafe it may seem to appear, as it sets off one can experience a lot of fun and excitement. More importantly, the experience can bring out a deepest insight & appreciation of LIFE itself, particularly, of human relationships.


Riding on a railway skate takes a lot of patience. A passenger must wait for a long time before it departs. In fact, it is not bounded by a particular time of departure and arrival like when you ride on a plane or a passenger bus. One can only sense that it would soon depart if the seats provided are almost occupied. It waits for people who are willing to be a part of a journey. 


In life, we should learn to wait and not to rush. Our present world teaches us the short-cuts; the easiest possible ways. As a result, the value of patience is often neglected if not forgotten. We want to go ahead, rushing things in order to meet the deadlines, perhaps the expectations. Along the way, we take for granted many essential things. We only see the other side of the coin: all things or works, and less personal encounters. Indeed, when we do not know how to wait; when we are often impatient, we cannot persevere in our journey through meaningful relationships.


The railway skate is an epitome of communal life. It accepts everybody regardless of one’s status in life – rich or poor, laborers or managers, etc. It has no ordinary or deluxe seats or seats reserved for the VIP. Each passenger has to content himself or herself in a long chair usually made up of wood or lumber. In every route a communal spirit is instantly born and alive as it journeys under the sun in an unfriendly railway. 

 “Life is a journey,” they say. We do not know what will happen along the [image: image20.jpg]


way. However, the journey becomes more exciting and grace-filled if we have with us not things, but persons whom we can talk to, in whom we can share our thoughts and feelings as the journey progresses. In human relationships, what is important is not what we bring, or what we accomplish but how we give ourselves selflessly to each one unmindful of the hardships and pains that may come through. Selfishness impedes a successful journey. A genuine human relationship is built on a premise that “no one is an island.” The great Zimba used to remind his son, “You are part of a great circle of life.” Riding on in a railway skate makes us realize that we are just one community yet part of a single journey we call LIFE.


What is amazing in this ride is when two skates meet at one point in an opposite direction. The railway is a one-way passage. One skate has to temporarily give up its right to continue the journey to give way to the other. Here, Stuart Mill’s utilitarian principle comes into play, i.e., the greatest good for the greatest number of people. The skate which has the greater number of passengers has the privilege to pass through while the one that has less has to temporarily pull out the skate from the railway. After which, the journey continues. Indeed, it doesn’t matter how many times one has to stop and be pulled out from the railway, what matters most is the act of giving a way for others to relish the journey – a great act of humility!


In human relationships, humility is the core value. It impels us to give up even our own rights to give way to others. It is considered to be the mother of all virtues. This only tells us that we could not have a 

successful journey in life if we only attend to the needs and comforts of ourselves 

unmindful of the needs of others. Truly, it needs a lot of courage to be humble – it can be excruciating pain times. But in the end, humble people always win.   


Thus, patience, communal spirit and humility are the most important things we should carry along in our journey through life. They are the essential ingredients wherein a healthy human relationship is founded. Without these, a journey is meaningless and aimless. This is what makes railway skate riding exciting and valuable.


I am privileged to be a part of the missionary journey of the Society of Our Lady of the Most Holy Trinity (SOLT). For almost 31 years in the Philippines, our SOLT community has been blessed with many vocations in the priesthood, religious life and laity. Believe me, I feel doubly in-loved with SOLT today. It is heart-breaking to discover that many young men & women, and lay people alike have developed attraction to our community not because we are as brilliant as the Jesuits, as famous as the Dominicans or as rich as the Franciscans but because in one way or another, they have been captivated and touched by our communal life, patience and humility. A visit to one of our island-parishes even for a day could attest to this. Our founder, Fr. Flanagan must have been perfectly right when he emphasized the importance of living in Graced-Friendships as the core guiding principle that holds us together in our Ecclesial Teams. Living in Graced-Friendships truly builds in us the spirit of communal life, patience, and humility. It is like riding on  the railway skate, waiting patiently, accepting any kind of passengers, and stopping the engine selflessly to give way to others. It is what makes a journey interesting & worthwhile. 


I like riding on the railway skate – it reminds me of my missionary journey through the SOLT’s way. Be a part of a journey – sakay na! (ride on!) 


Fr. Tirso Gliponeo, SOLT (Pay Choi) is presently the formator with Fr. Noel Balderas, SOLT (Pay No!) of the SOLT Aspirancy Formation Program (SAFP).
TOP
8.  College Corner – Nexus by Seminarian Luis Villamor, Jr.
Creation is a great manifestation of God’s grace to us, a mirror which reflect in every created being, both living and non-living beings in the face of the earth;  in every existence from birth to death, from the rising  of the sun to its setting; in every personal encounter and interaction from [image: image21.jpg]


moment to moment in the community.  All of these are in the realm of God’s grace. Without this grace of God, we can do nothing for it is only by the grace that we can do a thing. Man is not just a mere steward or a mere admirer of this beautiful creation but a great venturer in the face of the earth.  Man who is rational and relational in nature, knows how to love and can be love in return.  He has the capacity to express his ideas and feelings and put it into actuality which become a way to give more value and meaning to his existence.  

Indeed, Our Lady’s Society is blest with so many vocations to priesthood from different parts 

of the world.  From different walks of life, culture and families regardless of this distinction they become one by the grace of God in responding to their precious call of vocation.  At present, there are a total number of 27 college seminarians who are residing at San Isidro, Cararayan, Naga City--15 in the fist year, 7 third year and 5 fourth year.  Together with their father Formators, Rev. Fr. Raul Balute, SOLT and Rev. Fr. Roner Mazo, SOLT, they live as one. Even though there are these little misunderstanding and conflicts, the harmony is still there which cannot be seen just in external judgment but in the interior disposition of everyone.  Personal encounter with Jesus is always there during the Celebration of the Holy Eucharist and in the presence of every one is bound in the community.  The existence of man is not a life of self [image: image22.jpg]


centeredness but a harmonious way of living with others, that is, a relational way of life.  One of these is the so called graced-friendship which can be seen inside and outside the seminary.  A relation which is nurtured with love, faith and acceptance. It is a graced-relationship in the realm of friendship.  A sort of harmony from within brings everybody into one, to be one, and to be united as one.  Like the soul and the body; like the waters flowing through the river beds from different streams of the mountain and end up to the great deep blue ocean to be one and be united to each other; the same flowing water gathered as one.  The grace of God will always be in every one which becomes the corner stone, the main foundation of this relationship.  Our daily life inside the seminary becomes part of this special relationship for all.  It is special because it is the instrument of God for us to become united to Him.  The grace of God that connects every one in the community will always flow in our hearts and become the spirit that will unite us into one community.  This graced-friendship is like a vine that will continuously grow exists as one until the end though part of the old vine is gone. The grace of God will always be the source of our strength and hope. It is the source of our intimate relationship with God.   

TOP
9.  LAY CORNER – Graced-Friendship by Ate Carmen G. Gratil, SOLT

By virtue of our baptism – in the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, we are called to be children of God, sisters and brothers blessed with different vocations.  This call is more defined and crystallized in our family, the SOLT family.

We, the members, come from different walks of life with a unique vocation, that is, to pray and work on Ecclesial Teams as disciples of Jesus and Mary.  With our unique gifts, we enrich each other and enliven the life of the church.

The Blessed Trinity, three unique Persons with different roles bound by a great love and respect for each other and the grace of absolute friendship as ONE GOD. The SOLT family is called, likewise, towards the same direction.  We too are called in our unique vocation we  have professed to live.  We falter at times and so it happens that our ecclesial life starts to weaken.  We sometimes become alienated from one another, and the ecclesial life once so strong because of a common vocation, love, respect, and friendship becomes divisive.  In this way, we can even  become a contradiction in our community.

Let us go back to our charism and redirect our gaze in prayer towards our role model – the Triune God.  In Him we can never go wrong.  We may, for a while, be clouded by our own shadow, but the friendship, love, and respect, which bind three Persons into one God will always be there to guide us.  

TOP
10. SISTERS’ CORNER – Witnessing Graced Friendship of the Trinity by Sr. Ma. Fe Aycardo, SOLT

Here are some of my personal experiences of working on the San Antonio Ecclesial Team as we to tried live out the graced-friendship of the Blessed Trinity.  For a few months, I accompanied the novice sisters who were assigned there for the apostolic phase of  their novitiate. 
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Our Ecclesial Team consisted of: the parish priest—Fr. Stephen Loria, SOLT; deacon—Rev. Peter Gaio Van Nguyen, SOLT; novice sisters from Thailand—Sr. Ting and Sr. Tik, and from Papua New Guinea—Sr. Judith, and an assistant Novice Servant—Sr. Maria Fe Aycardo, SOLT.  Bro. Ronald, SOLT, and Bro. Samuel, SOLT were assigned at the parish for their Sunday apostolate during the fourth year of their theological studies.  They would travel every Sunday with us going to barrio masses.  Also Bro. Peter, SOLT, and Bro. Mario, SOLT, were assigned at the parish during their Christmas break.  Sem. Dennis from the college and aspirant Ron accompanied us at times as well.


We include here too Leclec—parish secretary, two convent boys, Ryan the sacristan and Charles from the choir, six children who frequented the parish rectory, four from high school—Mayong, Karen, Camille and Raygel, and two from primary school—Janice and Janine. We can count also some members of the church organizations: Nanay Alice—Hermana of San Antonio Parish, Manay Pina—Catechists’ coordinator, LECOM coordinator and a member of CWL, who was with us in times of difficulties.  Ybon was there to faithfully ring the church bell, who sometimes gave us live or cooked chicken. Manay Flor, the CWL president sometimes gave us bread from her own bakery. Her daughter Babes taught the youth to sing properly and taught Deacon Giao from Vietnam to speak English.


Many people in the parish were like angels who helped us in times of difficulties. Several times I didn’t find food in the cabinet but later somebody came and gave us bread, meat, or even food on our table already cooked from an anonymous donor. They seemed like unseen angels. Sometimes they appear in the person of Nanay Alice, who brought us bread and other things we need. Pines gave us cassava rolls; Nay Vacion gave us meat; Nanay Pina guided us to a place we didn’t know. The youth: Bing, Bhem, and Phem, helped us decorate the church during the Christmas season.  These seem like little things but they are already a witnessing of the Graced-Friendship of the Blessed Trinity. 


Our Ecclesial Team witnessed Graced-Friendship by praying together in the chapel every day: the liturgy of the hours, rosary, and from 5-6pm Rev. Giao would expose the Blessed Sacrament for our daily holy hour.  At 6pm, before praying vespers, the children led the Angelus with a loud speaker to let the people hear and pray with us. We ate together joyfully. The unity of the Ecclesial Team was witnessed in celebrating the Holy Eucharist. Each one had his or her own way of participating to make the Eucharistic Celebration alive and pleasing to God.


Pay Steve told us that our main apostolate was to make friends with the people in San Antonio through a house-to-house visitation.  We four sisters went together to visit each house in the afternoons.  Additional apostolates were to form choirs in high school and elementary school and to bring communion to the sick people who can no longer go to church. Along the way going to houses, we would smile to every person we met, nod our head in respect, and greet them.  During this time we resided in house of Nanay Corazon Obis—(Nanay Azong), which was near the railway train with a 

waiting shade where the people stand by for the coming of a skate.  A skate is a kind of vehicle that has a small motor attached to a bamboo platform that rolls on the train tracks.  Near the tracks were often rough  characters called, “estambay guys.”  Although challenging, we witnessed graced friendship to them by reaching out with the smile and joy of Jesus, the Spouse of consecrated women and brother to all peoples.   


December came…the weather was so cold and it was raining always. We had to wake up at 3:00 am for Aguinaldo Masses. Then in the evening at 6:30 we went to the barrio for Aguinaldo Masses. We were able to go home at 9:00 pm. One time we went home later than 10:00 pm due to a flat tire from the rough, muddy, and rocky road.  We went out the car in order to fix it.  It was so cold with drizzle when it rained.  Many times the children had no jackets so we gave them ours.  I could only hold out in the cold weather for 7 days of attending the early-morning Aguinaldo Masses until I got sick and  was confined in the hospital, where I spent Christmas. 


The Ecclesial Team of San Antonio continued to witness the Graced-Friendship of the Blessed Trinity by visiting me to bring the message of love, peace, joy and unity which is the ESSENCE of the Graced-Friendship of the Blessed Trinity. 
The Reason Why by Sr. Maria Ester Basila, SOLT

One afternoon in December, I heard a conversation between two gentlemen, one member of SOLT and the other friend. They were [image: image24.jpg]


walking together about to go up to the SOLT Formation Center from the Hi-way in Putiao.  The Friend said, “You know brother, I really want to see you there.” “Yes come, but why,” said the SOLT member. “I would like to find out why your community is always happy,” continued the friend.  I myself sometimes also think why the SOLT community is always happy. Whenever there is a sort of gathering or get-together, the members seemed to be with peace and with joy in their hearts. It is because of harambugan (bragging or because of karantyawan (teasing or joking or is it because baransagan (calling names. But no! These are only for fun. There must be a reason why. I guess it is because they are really happy in their hearts. The community is perhaps serving its members with such nutrients that nourish their souls and which the members partake everyday. From this reflection, I come to formulate a sort of recipe for a cake, which like food, will make one happy should he partakes of it everyday. The title of the cake is adopted to sound like a chiffon cake, though it has also its own meaning. The ingredients can just be picked up from the procedures I describe below:

“Recipe for Happiness”  Procedure:


To 3 cups of Faith mix an equal amount of Trust. Shift together in a community Spirit. Add 3 tablespoons of Obedience, 3 tablespoons of Humility and 3 tablespoons of Patience. Add 1 teaspoon of each virtue of your taste. Then put a dash of humor. Put the mixture in a big bowl of graced-friendship. Start preparing the dough by adding 3 cups of water, pouring it into the mixture, little by little at a time, as you beat. Beat the dough in one direction only, i.e. in the direction of Jesus and Mary. When the dough is ready let it stand for 7 minutes to allow the dough to rise. While waiting prepare a heart-shape baking pan, cleansed by confession and greased by repentance. Then pour the dough into it and bake in a temperature of 300CL (Christian Love) for 30 minutes. Then lower the temperature to 100CL and continue baking until you complete 1 hour. When done remove cake from oven and allow it to cool for 120 minutes of silence. Remove cake from pan. For icing toppings cover cake with joy and sprinkle generously glitters of hope. Place the cake on a tray of loving communication and SERVE it to all with a smile. 
TOP
11. MISSION CORNER – SOLT PNG Mission Profile

Papua New Guinea (PNG) not very well known in the world.  Where is PNG located?  This is a question people often ask.  PNG is one half of an island situated near the upper part of Australia.  It is the biggest island in the world. It is divided into two parts: Papua New Guinea and West Papua which is part of Indonesia.  It has a population of about 5.2 million.  It is a Christian nation, and the mainline churches are: Catholic, Lutherans, Anglicans and United Church (Methodists), while protestants or fundamentalists are increasing in number. PNG is organized into civil society and it has a diverse tribal set-up.  There are hundreds of tribes in the country.  It was only in 1934 that the foreigners or white men came into the Highlands of PNG.  During that time tribal fighting was common originally with bows, arrows, and spears, but nowadays it has been replaced by semi-automatic rifles, automatic machine guns, and AK47s.   

   It is a patrilineal society and women are seen as low class citizens.  Their  place is beneath men, many of whom practice polygamy and have at least two wives.

   Under the invitation of His Excellency, the Most Reverend Archbishop Michael Meier SVD, DD, Rev. Fr. Thomas P. Gier, SOLT started the SOLT Community in PNG on January 1993 together with the late +Rev. Fr. Genaro Barbacena, +Rev. Fr. Ferdinand Samar and Rev. Fr. Alvin Cayetano, SOLT.  The SOLT Sisters: Sr. Mabel Enaje, SOLT and Sr. Monica, SOLT arrived in June 2000.   

Our SOLT Mission is located in the Highlands Region particularly in the Catholic Archdiocese of Mt. Hagen, Western Highlands Province.  [image: image25.jpg]


The archdiocese has three deaneries and a total of twenty-three parishes in which we are committed to two parishes namely: St. Mary’s Ulga Parish and St. Stephen’s Togoba Parish. In the past, St. Joseph Koibuga Parish was under our pastoral care until 2003 but because we don’t have priests, His Excellency, the Most Reverend Archbishop Michael Meier SVD, DD reassigned it to the Diocesan Clergy. At present we have two Filipino priests: Rev. Fr. Reynato Padilla, SOLT who is the parish priest of St. Stephen Parish, Togoba.  He is also the Team Servant of PNG Mission.  Rev. Fr. Rally Gonzales, SOLT is the parish priest of St. Mary’s Ulga Parish.   Sr. Cecile Asuncion, SOLT is the Servant and Formator of the Sisters.   We have nine seminarians: five are studying in the Philippines and four in PNG and several aspirants for priesthood and brotherhood.  For the sisters, we have two women in the Philippines undergoing formation.  In PNG, there are two postulants and two women aspirants undergoing formal observership.  There is one lay consecrated couple: Daddy Simon Kaump and Susanna Kaump and their daughter Veronica Kaump. This is the initial foundation to assure the continued existence of our community in PNG.  As our community is growing in number and age, we wanted also to grow in stability so that we can construct a community center as an initial formation for our local members and it also serves as their residence.  The SOLT Center is under construction in Togoba Parish.  

   Our SOLT community in PNG is involved in pastoral work, mass media, peace and justice, community building, catechetical formation, and also retreat giving.  We also are engaged in the early stages of formation for seminarians, sisters, and lay for local members, who at present, continue their formation in the Philippines to bring it to maturity.  We are also trying to address the tremendous needs of the people, particularly the growing illiteracy rate around the parish, especially the youth and young mothers who did not make it to school and the out of school youth who can be found roaming around jobless.  With these realities, we recognize that we could offer them a chance to go back to school.  Last August 15, 2005, was the ground-breaking for the SOLT Vocational Center through the great efforts of Rev. Fr. Rey Padilla, SOLT.  He is our Team Servant at St. Stephen Togoba Parish.  This Vocational School is under the direction of the SOLT Sisters.  At this time, we offer skills like: sewing, cooking and others. We also offer CODE (College  Distance Education). 
TOP
12. LITERARY – Poems

Ama Z in G…race in SOLT   Little Dove

Amazing beauty of a nature of a child present in a SOLT

Member who patiently waits for his companions for

Them to pray, eat or work together.

Amazing beauty of a SOLT formator with his gentle hands

Touching the selves of formandees with 

Great respect and recognition.

Amazing beauty of a SOLT priest who emphatically listen

To the sisters in their long stories 

Of joys, sorrows and glorious.

Amazing love of a SOLT lay member 

Who is sensitive to the needs of the team.

Amazing love that is alive in the SOLT Family

In times of mourning, crises and sickness.

Amazing love in a SOLT Ecclesial Team with members

Valuing the presence of each one not counting

What each one can do or offer.

Amazing mercy of a SOLT sister who prays with trust

In the Divine Providence for the needs 

Of the community and the whole Church.

Amazing mercy of a SOLT member 

Who is always ready to forgive the failures of others.

Amazing mercy in the SOLT Community members

Who are searching their brothers and sisters in far flung areas.

Amazing grace in the SOLT for the obedience 

In relationship among members.

Amazing grace in the SOLT for the simplicity

Of living as a family.

Amazing grace in the SOLT with graced—Friendship

Expressed through acceptance of each other’s 

Giftedness and weaknesses.

Amazing grace toward holiness as each one

Despite of individual differences pray, work and celebrate

Life in communion with one another and with the Most Holy Trinity.

KATOTO by Anthony Pabon, SOLT
Galing sa luwad na lupa

Marahang hiningahan ni Ama

Nang Magkaroon na kulay

Buhay at kalamnan

Bumanyon at namalakaya

Sa mundong dating mapayapa

Sinuwag ang bawat sulok 

At ginising ang toktok

Upang kadiliman ay madamtan 

At patuloy na maliwanagan

Pakayakapin at hanapin

Ang pagkakaibigang ipinunla

Sa kaluluwa tao na

Ikinalat sa kaibutunan ng puso

Nang muling maikalit

Ang pusod na pinutol

Ng huwad na kagustuhan

Nang muling masilayan

Ang pinakaingatang pagkakaibigan

Na matagal nang naghihitay

Upang akayin niya sa kanyang

Kahariang walang hangan.

KAOGOS by edwin. SOLT
Minsan ika nagsosolo-solo asin nariribongan

Minsan dai mo aram kun saen paduman

Kadakul na beses ika nakulgan

Asin dai mo aram kun siisay an madudulokan

Mawot kong maaraman mo

Yaon ka pirmi sa puso ko

Sa oras na ika namumundo

Isipon mo uya ako sa kataed mo

Umabot man an aldaw na kita magsuhayan 

Sa padagos niatong pagbaklay sa kinaban

Logod irimpos mo na sa puso

Na sakuyang gigiromdomon pinag-ibahan niato.

Uya ako an saimong kaogos 

Handang dumamay sa kaogmahan asin pagtios

Grasya nin pinag-ibahan sa puso ta ibogkos

Ngani na kita maging giya pasiring sa mahal na Dios.
TOP
13. FOUNDER’S CORNER – Teaching of Fr. James Flanagan, SOLT


“Ecclesial Team, Community and Unity” Recorded 5-27-07, Vignola, Italy

You want to see community in relation to the community of worship, where you share the priesthood with Christ.  It is very necessary therefore for you to recognize that you’ve got to bring the members of the Ecclesial Teams to living this priesthood you share with Christ and to be a community of worship.  Therefore, they should have deep respect and love for those who think and live different than they do.  So we want to really try and come to understand, respect and love, and have dialogue with them.  Usually I find that in relationships most people avoid those who differ with them, and that is not the spirit of community.  Its not the spirit of one family of our Father. At the same time, you ought not be indifferent to truth and goodness, even those you dialogue, respect, and love those who differ with you—that says nothing about agreeing.  


You want to see that the kind of love that you have to have in this kind of relationship is as a disciple, and you make a real distinguishing [image: image26.jpg]


development between the error and the person in error.  This is true even when they differ as far as religion is concerned.  You want to keep a spirit that God alone is the judge and searcher of hearts, and he forbids us to make judgments—Judge not lest ye be judged (Mt 6:1)—on the eternal guilt of anyone. He doesn’t allow you to see whether they are guilty or not.  Therefore, Christ requires us to forgive injuries, to extend the law of loving even unto our enemies.  Therefore, love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, pray for those who persecute you (Mt 5:14). Realize that each person is created in God’s image and likeness. You have the same origin; you have the same nature, redeemed by Jesus Christ.  He didn’t redeem the chosen few, he redeemed everybody.  Therefore, there is a divine calling and destiny which you have to recognize, and that everybody isn’t the same. We are not alike! We have great diversity. Therefore our intelligence is very different.  Each one of us has a different intellect, but we do have the same rights as a person.  Therefore all discrimination is to be overcome, for it very much against God’s intent. There are fundamental rights that are present for everyone.  Therefore, these fundamental rights have to be honored. Eg. Men and women should be allowed to choose their spouse, to embrace a state of life. You see the tremendous struggles when young women want to consecrate themselves to God.  We have a right to education. We have a right to the benefits of culture, to the dignity of their person. We have a right to peace, to work, to free everyone from any slavery, whether social or political.  People have to accommodate themselves to spiritual realities, not to spiritual fantasies, or imaginations, or pie in the sky, but to accommodate to spiritual realities. This means we want to be very careful of individual morality, but look to what everyone can contribute to the common good. These are times of very rapid change today because of technology. Therefore, we should reach out to the needs of others with whatever gifts God has given us, and to sincerely care for their needs. We must be very careful of protection and health. People have a right to good health. We should obey the speed laws, because what happens is, that if we don’t, we imperil life. People’s lives are imperiled by reckless driving. We see that people are becoming more unified, and therefore we want to keep a world-wide vision. This is one of the things that is lost in our educational system. We don’t have experiential knowledge, and we don’t have world-wide vision. There’s lots of times where I have taken people out into an apostolic work and ministry and I tell them, “let’s work on this problem here.” Then they will tell me, “we’ve solved that problem,” And I will ask them, “when did you solve that problem?” They will tell me, “We had a class on it. We had a seminar and so we solved it.”  I will tell them, “you didn’t solve anything, the problem is right out there so get working.”  You have to extend yourself beyond the provincialism that is a very great danger to all of us. If you come from New England you figure that the world starts at the New York line and that there is nothing beyond it. We are so provincial, you know? We think that the people in Louisiana talk very strange. Therefore you want to cultivate the social virtues, and promote them. With the gift of divine grace, a new humanity will come. You have the new man (Rm 5), here in community we have the new humanity.


There is one key in community that you want to recognize very very deeply and that is participation. People must feel that they are participating. Participation is a gift of God that people are allowed to speak, they become great souled persons. That is what the world needs today, great souled persons, great souled brothers and sisters. It is a gift, whereby, when a person participates, they live by their conscience, they develop culture, they define their talents. They become therefore great souled persons, they go very deeply in relationships. You find this in many cases in the wisdom that they bring to realities of life. They don’t accept the living conditions of squalor that people live in as inevitable or that they are lazy and that’s why they’re this way. They’d rather feel responsible for them because it doesn’t relate to their dignity and their gifts are lost and the destiny that God has for them is hindered very greatly. They want to free those who are crippled by poverty, where they can’t really give the gifts they have because they don’t have time, they have to work to just to survive. These great-souled persons aren’t looking for the comfort zone. They don’t imprison themselves in splendid isolation. They commit themselves to really serve others. They are encouraged and involved in public ways. They have a deep sense of freedom. They don’t impose or try to force, or have power over others, or control them. They realize that the future belongs to the next generation. You hear the Holy Father say, “the youth are the hope of the next generation,” giving reasons for living and hoping. The Holy Father went to a country where there is only 120 Catholics, because he is a great-souled person. Therefore, you need a solidarity with the Incarnate Word. You need Jesus as your friend, to see him as your older brother. You see him as working toward one family, working to bring about that one family of our Father. God has called us into oneness with himself as a family, and that man was not created for isolation. It is not good for man to be alone (Gn 2:12). But rather he is to be formed with a social unity. We are saved as a people, a whole sense of being a people. It has pleased God to make men holy and to save them by making them one  people who acknowledge him in truth, serving him in holiness. That’s the history of salvation. The best way to do this is to bring people to see themselves as a covenant people. You see Jesus this way in Cana at the wedding feast, you see him with Zacheaus, when he was eating with the publicans and sinners, and you see Jesus revealing the love of the Father. He speaks to us in everyday life. He asks us to be sanctified. He worked as a carpenter’s Son. He preached that we be brothers and sisters to each other, that we are his disciples, that Jesus offered himself as the Incarnate Word to death. For no greater love has a man than to lay down his life for his friends (Jn 15:13). He commanded his disciples to take the Gospel message so that we become a family of our Father in the law of his own life and love. He gave us his Spirit in the Paschal mystery. We are members of his Mystical Body. We serve in the gifts that he has bestowed on each and everyone of us. So we move in oneness to the perfection of our Father, saved by grace as his family, to be beloved to him.  This a relationship with Christ in his priesthood. That is the work of the priest, to form us into God’s family –to be community. We are pontifex, we are bridge builders in the priesthood. We build bridges between God and man and man and his fellow man, and we do this by sharing the priesthood of Jesus Christ. You want to realize that everybody on your Ecclesial Team has this gift. It’s a gift of Jesus of his priesthood and there is only one priesthood. You want to recognize that Christ as eternal high priest was taken from among men (Cf. Hb 5:1). Its in his humanity that his priesthood comes, to make a kingdom of priests to God his Father. Now we begin to share this priestly mission of Jesus in our baptism, and by anointing of the Holy Spirit, we are consecrated to be a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, that through your work as sharing the priesthood of Christ you offer spiritual sacrifices and proclaim the perfections of him who called us out of darkness into his marvelous light. This is the work of priests, you call people out of darkness into light, you proclaim the perfections of our Father, whether it is his joyful generosity, his loving mercy, his infinite kindness, his goodness, his faithfulness. It doesn’t matter what you manifest of your Father. You proclaim his perfections, that he is all powerful, that he has a divine plan for you. We are all disciples of Christ, who serve in prayer and praising of God, and we present ourselves to him as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing (Rm12:1) to him. 

This is the way you offer Eucharist. This is the way the people of God, who share the priesthood, offer their Eucharist and unite in the [image: image27.jpg]TSNS, PR




sacrifice of the Mass. Therefore they must bear witness to Christ as the eternal High Priest and their share in his priesthood, for this gives reasons for all to hope in eternal life, which God has promised. This composes the center of the celebration of the Most Holy Eucharist, from which all education and life in the spirit of community must originate. It is where it originates and where it returns. You receive the strength to live community from the Eucharist, therefore the Eucharist is the center of your spiritual witness of priesthood with Christ. Therefore you have to have Eucharist everyday. IF you celebration is fruitful, it must lead you to be consumed in the work of charity. The Eucharist is where you receive the strength to help you in your missionary activity and in your Christian witness. So as hope is united with faith, the moral life and the moral life of the Ecclesial Team is united with their virtue. This comes from the scriptures, especially in Sirach or Ecclesiastes or any other book of Wisdom, which will show you the biblical reality of the moral life united to worship of God. Worship that comes from impure hearts is time and time again repudiated by Jesus and the prophets.  So you want to be sure that all the members of your Ecclesial Team have pure hearts – meek and humble hearts? Yes. Obedient hearts, loving hearts? Yes, but pure hearts. Jesus speaks about people who try to put on a show. These people honor me with their lips but their hearts are far from me. You want to be careful. You want to have an integrity in witnessing Jesus in the priesthood, and you can see the scandal because we don’t have pure hearts. I don’t have to tell you that anymore. In vain do you worship me, teaching precepts those that are doctrines of man. They are mistaken, for we have no abiding city here. We are building a city of God and kingdom of heaven. We seek t The ministerial priest, who shares the priesthood of Christ, by his sacred power, teaches and rules the priestly people of God. This is something you have to bring the people of God to. You must bring them to their baptism, to sharing of the priesthood of Christ, and you must do that especially on your Ecclesial Teams. he kingdom that is to come. That doesn’t mean that we don’t accept the earthly responsibilities that we have by faith. In fact, we are more obliged to live those realities than others. 

You don’t want to have the attitude that, “Anything I can get away with, I will get away with it.” You can see this in public transport. If I can get away with not  sticking my ticket in, I will go ahead and do it.  Its not a good attitude. It certainly isn’t a good attitude of a priest. What happens is that there is a split between what we believe and our daily life. This is one of the most serious errors of  your times. We believe one way but we live another.


Everything comes to its summation in the Eucharist, in your priestly life. Therefore your moral life along with every Christian is offered up with the Body of Christ. You have priests who are living an immoral life offering up the Body of Christ. It’s a complete abomination of desolation. You can’t live an immoral life and then offer up the Body of Christ. All of this goes to the Father and is mingled with the Blood of Christ. All the works of your life go into your priesthood, your prayer, your daily work, your sharing with each other, your recreations. If they are carried out in the Spirit, then hardships will be born patiently, and spiritual sacrifices will be offered in love to our Father with the Eucharist. Here is a statement you must know a sense of and you are not usually given this: worship extends into your actions, in other words, everything flows from your worship of God in the Eucharist into your action, into all that you do, and then your action returns to the worship. In other words, it flows out into your worship and then it returns to God.  Are the sacraments the worship of God? Yes they are. 

When you go to confession are you worshipping God? Yes you do. SO that your actions must flow from your worship and return to your worship. That’s how your life becomes united, integral. The ministerial priest, who shares the priesthood of Christ, by his sacred power, teaches and rules the priestly people of God. This is something you have to bring the people of God to. You must bring them to their baptism, to sharing of the priesthood of Christ, and you must do that especially on your Ecclesial Teams. You see that everything comes from and returns to Christ, for the priest acts in the person of Jesus Christ. These priests who are living in sin and these bishops…its gone. The priestly people join in their offering the Eucharist. They exercise their priesthood in receiving the Sacraments, by prayer, thanksgiving, striving for holiness, self-denial, and in charity. In the Sacraments they exercise their virtue of the sacred nature of a priestly, worshipping community, where it works itself through and is lived out. Fortified so many and so powerful means of salvation, the priestly people of God are called by the Lord, each in his own way, to that holiness, whereby the Father himself is perfect. 
TOP
14. Theology of Graced-Friendship in Canon Law by Bro. Samuel Medley, SOLT
God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are a communion of relationships, or a communio personarum,  in which the three divine Persons eternally [image: image28.jpg]


gift themselves to one another in love.  When the triune Creator allowed his perfection to overflow out of himself in establishing the universe, he imprinted and endowed it with his own image, by which all things live in a communio vitae, caritatis, et veritatis.   God’s relationships in himself and this vestigia Trinitatis that is found in all creation is the divine law, in which all other law finds its legitimacy.  Once a person begins to know the master pattern of the Trinity, he will not be able to cease finding the semblance and image of God woven in the fabric of all being; it is full of generic communions with specific individuated beings, i.e. genus and species.  The most prominent image of the Trinity is man himself, who was created to live in a communion of persons—a family—and perhaps the most sublime family is the Church, the family of God and imago Trinitatis, which “shines forth as ‘a people made one in the unity of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit’” (Lumen Gentium 9). 

Canon law has practical usefulness when it comes to living the relationships of the Church.  Its letter and spirit shines as a light to illumine these relationships, a blueprint that reveals their constitution and structure, a compass to guide us in living them well, a defense against the enemy of God who frequently attacks them, but most of all, it serves to bring the People of God to be “one unceasing hymn of praise to the Most Holy Trinity.”  When read in this light, canon law says to the Church, “Family of God, Become what you are!” (Familiaris Consortio 17).

One Divine Calling, Three States of Life
“By virtue of their rebirth in Christ, all the faithful share a common dignity; all are called to holiness; all cooperate in the building up of the one Body of Christ, each in accordance with the proper vocation and gift which he or she has received from the Spirit (Rom 12:3-8)” (Lumen Gentium 32, CIC c.208).   The Church, modeled after the Triune God, has three fundamental states of life that share one divine calling.  The Most Holy Trinity is the key to understanding their unity and diversity, equality and complementarity, in what ways they are the same and what ways they are not.  “Every Christian’s identity has its source in the Most Holy Trinity.” (Pastores Dabo Vobis 12)  Just as in the Trinity there is only one divine essence, being, intellect, will, and act so in the Church there is only one people of God, one mission, one priesthood, one consecration, one family “called to exercise the mission which God has entrusted to the Church to fulfill in the world, in accord with the condition proper to each” (CIC), can. 204 § 1).  Canon law speaks of three states of life that mirror the three divine Persons: 

“By divine institution, there are among the Christian faithful in the Church sacred ministers  who in law are also called clerics; the other members of the Christian faithful are called lay persons.

§2. There are members of the Christian faithful from both these groups who, through the profession of the evangelical counsels by means of vows or other sacred bonds recognized and sanctioned by the Church, are consecrated to God in their own special way and contribute to the salvific mission of the Church.” (CIC, canon 207 § 1-2). 

If we examine each state of life according to cannon law, we can see that there is strikingly close resemblance between each state and a divine Person.  If we understand each divine Personality, or how it relates to the other Persons, we will be given a very special insight into the nature of each state of life.  

In Place of God the Father
   
The priesthood most resembles the Father, that is why we call them by that name.  The priest, configured to Christ by the Sacrament of Holy Orders, “is seen by the assembly of the faithful as the one who presides in loco Dei Patris” (Pastores Gregis 7; St. Ignatius of Antioch) and from the most ancient of times has been seen in the Church as “in persona Dei Patris”  (Pastores Gregis 34)  Priests serve in the joyful generosity of God the Father giving Jesus in the Eucharist to the Church, which is at the heart of their paternal fruitfulness.  Like the Father they have been entrusted with the sacred power to forgive sins.  Yet it must always be remembered that, while they are fathers, they ever remain sons, for there is only one Father who has no Father, origin or principle; and only one therefore who is truly worthy of the name “Father” (Mt 23:9), by whom all other fathers receive their name (Eph 3:14-15).  Humbled by this reality, a priest must never lord his fatherhood over the children of the Church, because he too is an evangelical child of God, and therefore ought not ever to fall prey to clericalism, or a domineering, self-serving spirit.  Just as the Eternal Father would not exist without the Eternal Son, so the priest must remember that he exists for the children of the Church.  His fatherhood can never leave the context of brotherhood, for he is also a son of God with the rest of the faithful.  Here also lies the special value of the vocation to consecrated brotherhood, which reveals to all Christians the brotherhood of Christ.

Alter Christus – the Person of God the Son
   
Laity have the vocation that most closely resembles the divine Personality of God the Son, who is eternally begotten and proceeds from the Father.  Priests are the usual celebrants in the very act by which the lay vocation is born, Baptism,  by which they become sons in the Son.  For the past few centuries, priests have been spoken of using the radical term of St. Augustine, “alter Christus,” other Christ, yet we ought not forget that he used this term originally to refer to all Christians, (In Iohannis evangelium tractatus, tr. 21, 8)  who must work in the world as the fragrance, aroma, leaven, light, salt, savor, and presence of the Incarnate Son of God, bringing the temporal order to be patterned in Jesus Christ the Lord.  God desires that this filiation not remain merely inchoate, abstract, or ephemeral, but be solidly grounded and incarnated in ecclesial filiation as well, one that is regulated by canon law.  This sonship is lived out in filial love and obedience to the Church and her pastors that the faithful may become “holy as God is holy” (1 Pt 1:16) answering the call they have received in Baptism.  

The Person-Love, The Holy Spirit
“I consecrated myself so that you may be consecrated.”  Consecrated life, known as the status perfectionis, has a particular concentration on the call to holiness.  “By the profession of the evangelical counsels the characteristic features of Jesus — the chaste, poor and obedient one — are made constantly ‘visible’ in the midst of the world and the eyes of the faithful” (Vita Consecrata 1)  Now a person does not become “consecrated” by means of a sacrament, and for this reason some have erroneously said that it is not a real state of life.  They supposedly interpret the Council’s statement in that way, “From the point of view of the divine and hierarchical structure of the Church, the religious state of life is not an intermediate state between the clerical and lay state.” (LG 33) Yet canon law protects the unique personality of this vocation from being absorbed: “By its very nature, the state of consecrated life is neither clerical nor lay.” (c.588 §1) “The profession of the evangelical counsels indisputably belongs to the life and holiness of the Church. This means that the consecrated life, present in the Church from the beginning, can never fail to be one of her essential and characteristic elements.” (Vita Consecrata 29) Consecrated life is constituted in the Church as a sacramental.  “Sacramentals are sacred signs by which effects, especially spiritual effects, are signified in some imitation of the sacraments and are obtained through the intercession of the Church” (CIC c.1166)  Sacramentals are intended to dispose a person for the sacraments.  Consecrated life is a special gift to dispose a person for the sacraments of Baptism or Holy Orders.  We ought not try to understand this gift to the Church unless we look to the Most Holy Trinity.  For, just as the Holy Spirit is only the Spirit of the Father and the Son, so consecrated life only exists of Baptism or Holy Orders, yet it is its own unique status vitae, incommunicable and distinct from the others, having its own unique personality in the Church.  The uniqueness of this state of life can be seen in light then of the holiness of the Holy Spirit.  The holiness of God is present in this state, for “the holiness of the Church is fostered in a special way by the observance of the counsels proposed in the Gospel by Our Lord to His disciples.”   St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus knew very clearly the distinct personality of her consecration, “In the heart of my mother the Church, I shall be love.”   The Holy Spirit is the Person-Love who is the uncreated Gift of the Father and the Son.  A consecrated person is to live and act in the Church in persona Spiritus Sanctus, i.e. in persona amoris, in the person of Love.  This love is not abstract, but something made visible.  This is why consecrated persons make public vows or promises, why they live in a community, why they wear a habit, why they serve those most in need of seeing God, the poor, the anawim, those in greatest apostolic need.  So that this form of life be stable and protected by the Church: “It is for the competent authority of the Church to interpret the evangelical counsels, to direct their practice by laws, and by canonical approbation to establish the stable forms of living deriving from them, and also, for its part, to take care that the institutes grow and flourish according to the spirit of the founders and sound traditions” (CIC c.576).

Attribution or Antonomasia
We must also see the way these vocations relate to one another and what reality they hold in common.  For we can truly say that the entire Church are all priests, whether ministerial or baptismal;  they are all faithful, all sons and daughters of God, all baptized into divine filiation; they are all religious, consecrated, totally gifting themselves to God, called to the perfection of charity, all are called to live the spirit of the evangelical counsels, yet God desires each state in life to embody the particular attribute of the Trinity in order to fully reveal the beauty and harmony that the complementarity and interplay of these elements brings when living in ordered movement.  We must look here to St. Thomas Aquinas’ genius for precise articulation.  When describing religious life, he tells us that “religion is that virtue whereby a man or woman offers something to the service and worship of God.  Therefore, those are called religious by antonomasia, who consecrate themselves totally to the divine service” (STh II-II q 186 a 1, Pope JPII, 10-26-94).   Antonomasia, like the word attribution, is a word that denotes an exemplary relationship that reveals the quality of a thing yet not its exclusivity.  This is the same thing we do when we call God the Father as Creator, yet the Son and the Holy Spirit create just as fully.  When we understand this antonomasia in the Trinity, we can then fully be conscious of it in the Church, but also even in canon law.  We are all called to obedience.  Yet a priest is called to an exemplary obedience, and obedience is the word that most typifies his vocation (This is developed at length in the Directory for the Life and Ministry of Priests, Congregation of the Clergy),  and it is obedience that many think of when they think of “Father” or “Head” to which the priest is configured.  The priest however is called to obey the laity and the religious in a special way, yet he does this as a father and head obeys children and members.  Similarly the Second Vatican Council “expressly mentions the consecrated chastity before the other two vows” when speaking of religious” (PJII, 11-16-94; Perfecte Caritatis 12, 13, 14, LG43).  Likewise the laity have a special antonomastic relationship to poverty, an evangelical counsel which helps to order relationships to temporal goods.

Unity and Diversity
We see the beautiful way in which the Lord, the Most Holy Trinity, endowed his People to exhibit both his oneness and this threeness, his unity and diversity, his being and personality, and that he wills that this image be regulated by law.  Whenever there is oneness or personhood, similarity or dissimilarity, unity or diversity, in the Church there is law to protect and order it to the oneness and personhood of the Blessed Trinity.  That is why priests, religious, and lay, all must keep their own juridical personality, to reflect the personality of their state, yet this is ultimately guided by the priests whose personality it is to be head.  They must always keep their own superiors and hierarchy yet be subject to the hierarchical priesthood.  Also, the personality of male and female, single, celibate, married, widowed, and even the presence of children, ought to be regulated by law also, because these are differences willed by God to reflect the Trinitarian communion.  We cannot ignore or confuse the sexual differences present in humanity and think that we will be progressing in a new Church movement.  This is why mixed congregations of men and women usually had different structures that would more faithfully respect their sexual difference.  We also cannot ignore the beautiful complementarity and unity of cultures and nations, willed  by  God.  This is why we have regions, provinces, national hierarchies, and local adaptations. 
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Marian-Trinitarian Consecration
Although a person canonically becomes a SOLT member by incardination, public profession of the evangelical counsels according to SOLT constitutions, or by signing a covenant contract, there is a much deeper act that determines a person as a SOLT.  It is the Solemn Act of Consecration to Our Lady, followed by imitatio Mariae in her way of relating to the Most Holy Trinity.  The importance of this foundational act cannot be underestimated.  This Marian-Trinitarian Consecration brings each person first to the fullness of Trinitarian life, but also to the fullness of the ecclesial relationships that are modeled after the life of the Trinity lived out in Ecclesial Teams. As the founder, Fr. Jim Flanagan said, “Mary is our foundation. We have to maintain a real relationship with her. Without her, there is no SOLT. We have to keep her in our relationships. If she is not there, the foundation falls apart.” (June 6, 2002, Vignola, Italy).  It is only through Mary, with Mary, in Mary, for Mary, and by Mary, that our Trinitarian relationships of priests religious, and lay can become a hymn of praise to the Mosty Holy Trinity. 
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15.  ENDNOTES

PANGUNGUMUSTA...
□ Sr. Marie Emmanuelle Tolentino, SOLT
   Formation House with the Postulants in Belen, New    

   Mexico, U.S.A

□ Sr. Mary Elisabeth Anne Matamorasa, SOLT
   Assigned with Rev. Fr. Reynato Padilla, SOLT and Sr.   

   Cecille Asuncion, SOLT in St. Joseph Togoba Parish Mt.   

   Hagen, Western Highlands Province

   Papua New Guinea

□ Sr. Mary Pauline Azures, SOLT and

   Sr. Mary of the Corpus Christi Banas, SOLT
   In Preparation for Perpetual Profession in Rome

□ Fr. Pedro Balde, SOLT; Fr. Benito Tagaytay, SOLT and

   Fr. Alex Barnedo, SOLT
   Filipino Migrant Center Diocese of Macau

   Hoi Pan Garden, Macau, China
□ Fr. Sathit Dominic Sriwanchi,  SOLT and Fr. Agustin Datu,  SOLT

Rebirth Therapeutic Center, Diocese of RatchaburiChombung District, Ratchaburi, Thailand
Manifold Gratitude and Lauds are bestowed to our past Committee Servants for their service:
First Semester:  Community Committee: Lionel Banga,SOLT; Spirituality Committee: Anthony Pabon,SOLT; Academic Committee: Jose Maria Bombita,SOLT; Apostolate Committee: Edwin Barlizo,SOLT; Food Committee: Danny Franco Bitara,SOLT

Second Semester: Community Committee: Timoteo Ronan,SOLT; Spirituality Committee:  Ryan Borres,SOLT; Academic Committee: Simon Paglau,SOLT; Apostolate Committee: Jordan Avila,SOLT; Food Committee: Artemio Balana,SOLT

PRAYER TO GOD THE FATHER
In Preparation to the  SOLT  Jubilee on July 16, 2008

God, Creator of all life, we thank You for Your gift of creation and the compassionate care with which You guide us in Your Grace.  In this year of preparation for the Jubilee of Our Lady’s Family, may we deepen our respect for the gift of Life. May our prayer and apostolic works reflect the communal love in which You have formed Our Lady’s Family.

O Blessed Virgin Mary, Daughter of the Father, we celebarate the gift of creation reflected in Your Fiat. We are priveledged to be a part of the SOLT Family.  In imitation of You, who always manifest the goodness in which Our Heavenly father created You, May we be faithful in following Jesus, the way to the Father.

We ask this in the name of Jesus, in Union with the Father and the Spirit- One God, Glorious forever. Amen.
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